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Eld. Sist. And I make no doubt but they are the most dangerous weapons to attack a woman's principles ; I cannot but think them impossible to resist: passion, unkindness, and all sorts of conjugal violence, of which there is a great variety in a married life, are all nothing to them: you remember, sister, some lines on another occasion, but very much to the case:
Force may, indeed, the heart invade, But kindness only can persuade.
Wid. I grant that 'tis difficult to resist the influence of so much affection ; and everything that came from so sincere a principle, and to a mind prepossessed with all the sentiments of tenderness and kindness possible to be expressed, made a deep impression : but I thank God I stood my ground.
Eld. Sist. Well, well, you would not have stood it long, I am persuaded ; and this is one of the great hazards a woman runs in marrying a man of a differing religion, or a differing opinion from herself, viz., that her affection to her husband is her worst snare; and so that which is her duty, and her greatest happiness, is made the most dangerous gulf she can fall into : well might our dear mother warn us from marrying men of different opinions.
Wid. It is very true, I acknowledge it; my love was my temptation, my affection to my husband went always nearest to stagger my resolution: I was in no danger upon any other account.
Yb. Sist. Well, but pray go on about the jewel; what said you to him ?
Wid. Truly, sister, I'll be very plain with you; when he kissed the jewel on his knees, and muttered, as I tell you, in Italian, I was rather provoked than obliged; and I said, I think you are saying your